
 
 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND and PURPOSE 
With a return to full in-person instruction for 2021-22, COVID-19 conditions 
may require a student or groups of students to shift to temporary remote 
learning due to quarantine orders, outbreaks, public health orders or 
executive state orders.  The following has been created to address temporary 
exclusions from in-person learning due to COVID-19. 

 
ELIGIBLE STUDENTS 
OCS endeavors to keep in-person learning a viable option for all students.  
While students/families cannot self-select a remote learning option, students 
qualify for temporary remote learning options when excluded from school by 
one of the following: 
 

1. As directed by school officials due to a close contact/exposure. 
2. As directed by the Health Department or a physician (school 

verification required). 
3. As required by local or state government. 

 
ATTENDANCE CODING  
Students who are excluded from in-person learning as described above will 
be assigned daily remote learning tasks and will be coded with one of the 
following: 
 

1. 1R Remote Attendance/Present Off-Site Code: Quarantined 
students who complete their daily assignments (online or offline), 
and/or complete a daily check-in (a two-way communication) with his 
or her appropriate teachers will be coded 1R present.   

 

2. 1D Quarantine/Excused Absence Code: Quarantined students who 
don’t complete their assigned daily tasks and/or don’t participate in a 
daily check-in with the appropriate teachers will be coded 1D absent.  

 
Notes: 
 

Whether coded 1R or 1D, when an exclusion from school is imposed by a 
medical or governing authority, students are “held harmless” as it relates to 
attendance calculations for credit attainment and eligibility determinations 
that are within local policy/control.  
 
“Appropriate Teachers” for the purpose of daily check-ins are defined by 
NCDPI as the “homeroom teacher” for K-5 and each course teacher as 
scheduled for all other grade levels. 
 
OCS teachers have 7 days to adjust PowerSchool attendance codes.   

 
 
 
 

Remote Learning: 

For NC K-12 public 
schools, remote learning is 
defined as learning that 
takes place outside of the 
traditional school setting 
using various media and 
formats, such as but not 
limited to: video 
conference, telephone 
conference, print material, 
online material, or Learning 
Management Systems 
(LMS). 
 

NCDPI Instructional Planning and 
Scheduling Workgroup, 6-5-2020 
 
 

Temporary vs. Full 
Virtual Learning: 

The temporary options 
described in this document 
are for short-term 
exclusions (less than 15 
days) due to COVID-19.  
 
Onslow Virtual Secondary 
School (OVSS) and Onslow 
Virtual Elementary School 
(OVES) are the only FULLY 
virtual options within the 
school system.  Those 
interested in applying are 
required to do so during 
the magnet lottery period.  
The window to apply for 
transfer to or from 
OVSS/OVES has closed 
for 2021-22.   
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TEMPORARY REMOTE LEARNING GUIDELINES 
The grade level, academic level, and type of course will guide the teacher/school-directed decision as to 
which remote learning options will be made available.   
 

1. Elementary Individual Quarantine - Given the self-contained nature of the K-5 setting, teachers 
will create at-home learning options specific to their class and student needs.   
 
Microsoft Teams will provide students and families a consistent location to find information about 
the class.  Information posted may include items like assignments, reading passages, classroom 
activities, links to instructional videos, rubrics, assessments, family homework support resources, 
and other instructional materials.  Families may consult with the school’s Digital Learning and 
Teaching Facilitator (DLTF) for questions about Teams.  Content and course questions should be 
directed to the teacher. 
 

2. Secondary Individual Quarantine - 
a. Teachers may select to utilize APEX, the system’s high-quality, standards-aligned digital 

curriculum.  Teachers can select specific learning targets based on course pacing, individual 
student needs, and the timing of the absence.  Utilizing their assigned 1:1 device, students 
will complete what approximates the in-class learning and tasks that are missed.    

b. All OCS teachers utilize Microsoft Teams as a Learning Management System (LMS).  If the 
course or circumstance does not lend itself to the use of APEX, the teacher will post videos, 
learning activities and assignments in the LMS.  During a required quarantine, a teacher may 
utilize APEX, Teams or a combination thereof.  Teachers are not required to provide live 
synchronous instruction to students at home and in the classroom simultaneously. 

c. Outside of a laboratory/hands-on activity or assessment, the work completed through 
APEX or Teams should be taken in place of and carry the weight of the missed in-class 
assignments. In other words, it is not generally expected that students will complete both 
the assigned APEX modules/Teams assignments and the missed in-class activities. 

d. If a student is unable or unwilling to engage in remote learning during quarantine, schools 
will follow the standard protocols for completing missed work following an absence. 

 
3. System, School or Class Closure- In the event that a classroom or school closure is ordered, 

teachers will follow a modified daily schedule with live (synchronous) Microsoft Teams instruction 
and consistent, daily digital office hours.    

 
 

Two Approaches to Remote Learning 
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Students engage in course 
activities at a specific 

date/time requiring everyone 
to be online at the same time 

for a scheduled class.
Students use technology to engage 

in course activities at any time, 
completing tasks at their own pace.
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COMMUNICATION GUIDELINES 
During quarantine, school staff will maintain contact for student connection, engagement, and direct 
instructional support through the following best practices:  

 All K-12 teachers will use Teams to post assignments.  Once an exclusion has been determined, 
remote learning assignments will be communicated through Teams. 

 Teachers will conduct check-ins with quarantined students.  Teachers may choose to use Teams 
for video conferencing.   

 Upon return to in-person learning, the individual teachers of record will evaluate the work submitted 
while in quarantine and determine if additional learning tasks are to be completed.   Time will be 
given to complete assignments commensurate with the school’s make-up work policy.   

 All parents/guardians are encouraged to request access to PowerSchool’s Parent Portal in order to 
maintain direct access to attendance and grades.   The school’s data manager can assist if there are 
any questions with this process. 

 
EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN (EC) SERVICES DURING EXCLUSIONS 
OCS provides EC students with special education and related services that provide a free appropriate public 
education (FAPE).  As a result of COVID-19, Guidance from the U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil 
Rights (OCR) and Office for Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) indicated, “there may be 
exceptional circumstances that could affect how a particular service is provided.” There remains an 
expectation that individualized education program (IEP) services will be delivered to the maximum extent 
possible during the pandemic, while adjusting delivery methods to comply with state and local 
health/safety guidelines.   
 
To the extent possible, EC students who are required to stay home due to COVID-19 will have services 
provided using multiple modalities.  Services may include, as appropriate, special education and related 
services provided virtually, online, telephonically, and/or in combination.  Many IEP accommodations and 
modifications may be effectively provided to some students remotely, such as extensions of time for 
assignments, videos with captioning or embedded sign language interpreting, accessible and properly 
leveled reading materials, and speech/language services through video conferencing.  OCS must 
determine, in collaboration with families, ways to provide services based on individual needs.  School 
officials, parents and IEP teams may consider whether additional accommodations need to be added to the 
IEP to support the student’s access to instruction in the remote environment or following quarantine.   
Specific questions about EC service should be directed to the school.  
 

--------------------------------------------- 
 

Related Resources: 
 Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer (P-EBT) Program 
 OCS Reopening Information 
 OCS COVID-19 Protocols and Practices for the 2021-22 School Year 
 StrongSchoolsNC Public Health Toolkit (K-12) 
 NC K-12 Education Resources 

  
--------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 

OCS endeavors to keep in-person learning a viable option for all students.  When students are 
excluded from in-person learning due to COVID-19, our schools will work with families to 

maintain learning options.  This document was prepared on 8/19/21 and will be updated as 
changing conditions require it.  
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